complained of a hard swelling in the abdomen, which on examination was found to extend to a point about 2 inches above the umbilicus. On the right side the swelling was hard and nodular; on the left it was soft and elastic. A well-marked uterine bruit was heard, but no foetal heart sound could at any time be detected. The patient, however, averred that she felt movements. On vaginal examination the pelvis was found to be occupied by two hard, somewhat round tumours, one in front of the cervix pressing on the bladder, and one behind impinging on the rectum. The cervix was wedged between these tumours, and had the softening which is characteristic of pregnancy.
Diagnosis.?The case was evidently one of three conditions:? First, pregnancy in a fibroid uterus. There was no doubt that the patient had a fibroid uterus, because the growths could be felt, but about the pregnant state there was some uncertainty, as the foetal heart sounds could not be heard. The softening of part of the abdominal swelling and of the cervix, along with the history of suppression of menstruation, was, however, strong affirmative evidence.
The second possibility was that we had to deal with a fibrocystic uterus. We know that fibroid tumours often undergo at the menopause a cystic degeneration of a malignant character. These tumours grow rapidly. There is usually some peritonitis and ascites, and the patients lose flesh. In this case those concomitants were absent. 
